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Wichita A’s Model A Club Meeting Minutes – August 24, 2026 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE- President Mike James called the meeting to order and led the group 

in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   

MINUTES JULY 27th 2026  - Rick Speck motioned to accept the June minutes and Gina McNeal seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

NEW MEMBER/GUEST – New members Chris and Chad Grieving  (Debbie and Ron Grieving’s sons) and Jacob 

Dodson were introduced.  

SUNSHINE REPORT – No report

TREASURER’S REPORT – Claudia Ellerman gave the treasurer’s report. 

BREAKDOWN REPORT – Rick Speck shared his recent breakdown involving a radiator hose.

MARC & MAFCA REPORT – No report

WICHITA AREA CAR COUNCIL– Stuart reported that there was a meeting last Tuesday.  Our club is the feature car 

club for the 2027 event at Lake Afton.  A check has been given to WACC so we are committed. Individuals will be 

available to help us with the show preparation.   We need to come up with a t-shirt design.  Stuart also reported that a 

number of car shows are being held over the next few months. Review the notebook upfront for upcoming shows.  Make 

note of any you want to participate in. 

CORRESPONDENCE – none.

PAST TOURS/EVENTS –

• HARVEY COUNTY PARADE on 8/8 – Stuart reported that this was a fun event in which seven  Model A’s and 

fifteen people participated. Dinner at Genova’s followed.

• GREAT PLAINS TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM  & WICHITA TOY TRAIN MUSEUM  on 8/22– Stuart reported 

that this was a very interesting event.  Twenty-two  people and twelve Model A’s participated.  Lunch at B&C BBQ 

followed.

• AVIATION MUSEUM – Stuart reported that 4 Model A’s were available at the annual fundraiser and it provided an 

opportunity for the attendees to ride in a Model A.  

UPCOMING TOURS/EVENTS – 

• MEN’S COFFEE -at Tom Ruggles 9/3/26 from 8am-10am.  Tom hosts this event and it is open to other car clubs 

and to anyone interested in cars.  

• HISTORIC KS HERITAGE MODEL A TOUR - NICODEMUS – Sept. 25-27, 2026. Planning is in progress by Mike 

and Kathy James.  Cost and hotel information will be forthcoming.  

• MODEL A’s NEEDED  – Stuart announced that on 9/26 the Transportation Museum is needing some Model A’s on 

display around 12:30pm.  If interested let Stuart know.  

• MAFCA National Tour – June 13-18, 2027, in Durango, CO.  Registration is currently open and the number of 

participants has been extended to an additional 200 more.    

REMINDERS – Mike gave several reminders:   Magnetic Signs for your A’s advertising the Wichita Model A Club can 

be purchased for $75.25.  See Claudia if interested.  Logo Envy at 355 S. Pattie has The Wichita A’s logo.  You can 

purchase a shirt, vest, hat, etc. and have the club logo embroidered on it for $9 - $10.  Tour Guidelines are available if you 

are interested in leading a tour.  See Kathy James.  MAFFI Brick Bank – by the treats is used to collect funds to recognize 

members of our club and to support the Model A Museum in Hickory Corners.  NEWSLETTER – postage has gone up.  

Mike said that when the newsletter is sent out via email, he prints it out.   This saves the club  printing and mailing costs.   

NEW BUSINESS – APPRECIATION DINNER – will be held at 6pm at the September meeting. DIRECTOR POSITION - 

Mike announced that one director slot is opening up on the club board.  Let him or Stuart know if you are interested in 

serving in this position. 

LEADING A TOUR OPPORTUNITY – BKRT (Big Kansas Road Trip)  is coming up on Oct. 3 in Concordia, KS.  Mike 

and Kathy will be out of town and will be unable to lead this tour, so it’s an opportunity for someone who would like to 

give it a try.     

REFRESHMENTS  - Provided by Gina McNeal, Randi Williams, Debbie Grieving and Dale Hellar

PROGRAM – Amanda Alessi, MPA, from the Great Plains Nature Center gave a presentation of the history and current 

events at the center.   

ADJOURNMENT - Meeting adjourned.

Submitted by:   Kathy James, Secretary 



September 2026 Presidents Message

Editor’s Corner
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Planning the upcoming Historic Kansas Heritage Model A tour to Nicodemus with stops in Victoria, Hays, 

Ellis, Hill City  and Russell is a reminder to me of everything I love about driving a Model A Ford.  Getting 

off the beaten path, discovering our state’s historical past and sharing not only the day but our love of the 

Model A with everyone we meet along the way.  Kansas is the 15th largest state and is home to 625 

incorporated towns connected by back roads and historical facts still waiting to be discovered.  Traveling in a 

Model A helps bring Kansas’ bygone past to life wherever our cars stop as they invite smiles, questions and 

memories from people who recall a parent, grandparent, neighbor or friend who owned or drove a Model A.  

Keep living the dream, drive your Model A! 

Mike James

President

CLUB DUES ARE DUE OCT 1!
    Wichita A’s Club dues are still just $25 per family! They are due October 1 (and late December 15).  There 
is a form in this newsletter and also on the Wichita A’s website: wichitaas.com.  You may pay at the meeting or 
mail your dues to the club address on the form.  
    Please Mark whether you would like your newsletter e-mailed and/or sent in the mail 
    IF NO updates – use the short version.

Thanks – Linda Kibbe (membership)

Model A Tour Chairman

After forty-three years Don Grabendike has advised, he would like to pass the tour chairman 
baton.  Accordingly, we are looking for someone interested in apprenticing with Don to take on 

the Tour Chairman duties. If you are interested, please contact Don at: 316-217-5600.

Been a very HOT month so far-ready for it to cool off and have some nice fall weather!  I am really hoping 

the trip to Nicodemus brings us cooler weather-Looking ahead it looks like possible 80 degree for the high. 

Don’t forget to join in the Appreciation Dinner and election of officers at the September meeting!  No need 

to bring anything, the club is providing food.  Just come and enjoy!  Thank you to all the returning officers 

for their great leadership and keeping us all involved in the club!!  Until next time-

Sheila Orr

Editor
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 2 Dick Price

 5 Jeremie Hildibrand

 8 Paulina Brashear

 9 Harry Whiting

13 Jorge Martinez

15 Lance Brashear

18 Richard Kibbe

19 Dale Hellar

19 Barb Phye

24 Steve McLaughlin

26 Linda Kibbe

27 Kim Giesen

30 Wanda Steffens

OCTOBER

BIRTHDAYS

Announcement’s

New Members

MAFFI BRICK COLLECTION

We had $30.00 in the headlight after the July 

meeting.  Amount collected in the August meeting 

was $18.00  Balance is now $48.00.

Denny Ellerman

Newsletter

Deadline

Friday, October 9, 2026

Sheila Orr

sheorr@sbcglobal.net

316-207-8878

September October November

Appreciation

Dinner

Beverage

Kathy James

Treats

Dale Hellar

Glenda Sill

Melanie Adams

Beverage

Claudia Ellerman

Treats

Greg Rau

Sheila Orr

Barb Phye

Greiving, Chad & Heather

FOR SALE

Dobson, Jacob

.

1930 Fordor

Free for taking!  
(4each) 4.75/5.00-19 used Model A 

tires.  Would be great for rolling a 

frame around your shop.

Contact  Gil Adams

2024 Interstate Tilt deck 

Trailer.  Less than 1000 miles. 

7 K axle with electric wench 

and remote.  Clear title.  

$4,800 OBO

Mark Shelly

mailto:sheorr@sbcglobal.net


FUTURE TOURS & EVENTS

Appreciation Dinner

NOTE:  A taco salad bar, desserts and drinks will be 
provided by club!
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Coffee and Donuts

Coffee &Donuts for Men will be held Thursday, October 1, from 8AM 

to 10AM at Tom Ruggles garage, 

Tom Ruggles
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Appreciation Dinner & Election of Officers

Our Monday, September 28, 2026 meeting will include the Annual Member Appreciation Dinner and the 

election of officers. Members will be asked to vote on the following Board of Directors slate for the next 

twelve months:

Position Club Member Name

President Mike James

Vice-President   Stuart McNeal

Secretary Kathy James

Treasurer Claudia Ellerman

Past President    Frank Chenoweth

Member-At-Large Eric Weninger  (2026)

*Member-At-Large Alan Orr (2027)

*NOTE: The Member-At-Large position is a two year position and each year we vote one new member to 

serve in this role.  Richard Kibbe has completed his two year term and Alan Orr has agreed to run for 

the position.

We will do a voice vote of members at the meeting so the secretary can record our annual election.  

Continued from page 5



Historic Kansas Heritage Model A Tour (by Mike James)

Know before you go!.  My President’s Message this month alludes to our State’s historic past.  Our upcoming Heritage 

Model A Tour to Victoria, Hays, Ellis, Hill City and Nicodemus will give us the opportunity to discover and reflect on 

our State’s early days.  Accordingly, I have listed below a very brief synopsis of each town we will be visiting .  For 

members not traveling with us in a Model A, please review and travel vicariously as we journey into our Kansas’ State’s 

early past.  Ahooga

Victoria – Cathedral of the Plains: Rising majestically above the western Kansas prairie, the Basilica of St. Fidelis was 

completed in 1911 through the faith and determination of Victoria’s Volga-German settlers.  Families hauled thousands 

of wagonloads of native limestone to build this magnificent Romanesque church, whose twin 141-foot towers can be 

seen for miles - a breathing monument to sacrifice, craftsmanship and community spirit.

(stfidelischurch.com)

Hays- Fort Hays State Historic Site: Established in 1865, Fort hays was an important Army post that protected railroad 

crews, settlers and travelers during the turbulent days of the Old West.  The post was associated with figures including 

George Armstrong Custer, Buffalo Bill Cody, Wild Bill Hickok and the African American Buffalo Soldiers.  Four 

original buildings remain offering a glimpse into life on the Kansas frontier.

(kansashistory.gov)

Ellis – A Town Built by the Railroad:  Founded as a Kansas Pacific Railway water station in 1867, Ellis grew into a 

major railroad division point with locomotive shops and railway workers.  Among them was Walter P. Chrysler’s 

father, whose son’s early fascination with machinery eventually led to the Chrysler Corporation.  The Railroad 

Museum and Chrysler boyhood home.

(ellis.ks.us)

Hill City-Graham County Auto and Art Museum: Hill City offers a special treat for anyone who loves old 

automobiles.  Opened in 2021 inside a former service station, the Graham County Auto and Art Museum displays a 

rotating collection of classic cars motorcycles and tractors – including two Ford Model Ts featured in the 1973 movie 

Paper Moon.  

(travelks.com

Nicodemus – A story of Freedom and Courage: Founded in 1877 by African American settlers seeking freedom, 

land and opportunity after the Civil War, Nicodemus stands as one of Kansas’ most inspiring historic communities.  

Arriving on a windswept and nearly treeless prairie, the settlers lived in dugouts and sod homes before building 

churches, schools, businesses and newspapers.  Its surviving historic buildings and descendants preserve a powerful 

story of courage, determination and hope.

(nps.gov)

“A” View of Nicodemus and Their Dusty Path 
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WICHITA A’S - 2027

*****Use this form for RENEWAL ----- If No Changes to INFO      Date Paid _______ 

 NAME______________________________________________ 

            ______ RENEWAL (Dues are $25) _____ AD (Business Card $25) 

 CIRCLE how you want your newsletter?   (E-mail, Mailed) 

 IF changes to Address, Phone or E-mail please use longer form. 

  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: WICHITA A’s

      _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 *****Use this form If You have Changes to INFO   OR   FOR A NEW MEMBER

                                   WICHITA A’S MODEL A FORD CLUB – 2027 

(Oct.1 thru Sept. 30) 

ALL CLUB DUES (Oct.1 thru Sept. 30) are $25. ____ NEW or ____RENEWAL 

PLEASE CHECK HOW YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER: 

____ ONLY E-MAILED 

____ ONLY MAILED HARD COPY 

Commercial Newsletter Ad (Enclose Business Card  IF  New or Updated) _______$25/ Year    

NAME____________________________________  BIRTHDAY (MO/ DAY)_______________ 

SPOUSE’S NAME___________________________ BIRTHDAY (MO/ DAY) _______________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 

CITY_____________________________________ STATE____________ ZIP__________ 

HOME PHONE (IF want printed in roster) ____________________ 

MEMBER CELL (IF want printed in roster) ____________________ 

SPOUSE CELL (IF want printed in roster) ____________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS__________________________________________    

            Include me on the Club e-mail list?  YES  or  NO 

Model A Year & Body Style:_____________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: WICHITA A’s 

BRING TO THE CLUB MEETING OR MAIL TO: WICHITA A’S,   P.O. BOX 25 ,  WICHITA KS 67201 



PAST TOURS & EVENTS

“A” Train Big & Small

On the morning of August 22nd, several Model A Club members met at the Braums restaurant near Seneca and Douglas to 

begin  tour of some local attractions in Wichita.  Many cars were lined up to begin the tour which always manages to gather a 

fair amount of attention from the locals.  Leaving Braums behind we started our adventure through downtown Wichita.  We 

had quite the parade of cars “draggin’ Douglas” on our way to our first destination!

Our first stop took us to the Wichita Toy Train Club and Museum.  This stop was suggested by club member Don 

Grabendike.  Many folks including myself were unaware this site existed.  What a pleasant surprise it was to find this place 

to be so interesting.  We were given a bit of history and information about the facility and enjoyed exploring the meticulously 

arranged displays.  There were several different scales of trains set up of very elaborately designed displays.  There is even a 

“scavenger hunt” sheet to hunt and find different treasures hidden in each display.

Next stop we were off to visit the Great Plains Transportation Museum.  Club members were allowed to park up top 

overlooking Union Station Plaza.  There we were enlightened with many details of the train engines and several cars and 

cabooses on display.  It turned out to be  quite the history lesson regarding trains and a bit of history about Wichita.  Many 

folks have passed under the train tracks on Douglas and noticed the Steam train displayed there but it’s quite a different 

experience with a guided tour inside.

Lunch was our next and final stop.  Our dining was located at B & C Barbeque just north of Douglas on Washington.  Plenty 

of food and great conversation capped off a busy morning of train touring through our own hometown attractions.
Stuart McNeal
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The evening of August 22nd found  members of our club at the aviation museum in southeast Wichita.  The museum was 

hosting their annual fundraiser and soiree.  Th evening featured a theme from the early days of aviation including hosts dressed 

in vintage attire from pilots and flight attendants.  Our club members provided short trips in our classic cars through a short trip 

around the grounds and delivered to the front doors of what was at one time the municipal airport terminal of Wichita.  An 

international cuisine was featured for guests along with a troop of dancers depicting a Chinese style entertainment complete 

with dragon heads and drums.   Stuart McNeal

“A”  Evening at the Museum



National Model A Clubs

MAFFI Minute

Model A Days are almost here! 

Join us September 18–19 at the Model A Museum on the Gilmore Car Museum campus for two days celebrating Model 

As, good friends, and everything we love about the hobby.

There will be plenty to see and do throughout the weekend:

•Celebrate the Model A Speedster and enjoy technical seminars, fashion, the Hall of Fame and more throughout the 

weekend.

•80 vendors have already signed up for the two-day Model A swap meet — so come ready to hunt for that elusive part, 

piece, or treasure!

•Bring your camera! Special photo opportunities will include tribute cars inspired by characters from children’s movies, 

along with a Phaeton inside the museum.

And don’t forget to enter the 2026 MAFFI Sweepstakes! This year’s grand prize is a 

beautifully restored 1930 Ford Model A Town Sedan. The winner can take home a 

stunning Ford Maroon Model A — or choose $15,000 cash instead. Scan the QR code 

to enter!

Next stop, Hickory Corners!

Heather Marshall Resnick

MAFFI Trustee

September
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MARC

P.O. 498

Howell, MI  48844

http://modelarestorers.org

U.S. Membership Cost $50

http://modelarestorers.org/


TECH TIP

Article  from Roadrunner Newsletter-March 2023

There seems to be a bit of confusion about the 
names of various auto body styles in recent 
years.  Nowadays, most any two-seater with a 
folding top is called a “phaeton”, with a dual-
cowl phaeton being about the ultimate in
desirability.  A hundred years ago, a “phaeton”
was a horse-drawn vehicle and any two-seater car 
with a folding top was simply a “touring car.”  

Any such long elegant car with that second
small windshield back of the driver’s seat was
practically unknown in my part of the country 
anyhow.  Such machines were driven only by the 
“Swells” in New York City, or perhaps
California, and seem by us only in magazine
accounts of the antics of the rich.

The following was taken from a 1921 text
book for auto mechanics in vocational 
education schools.

Cars may be further classified as to construction,
into a large variety of types.  The nomenciature of 
the Society of Automotive Engineers includes

     Roadster – An open car seating two or three
     It may have an additional seats on running 
     boards or in a rear deck.         
    
    Coupelet – Seats two or three.  It has a folding
     top and full height doors with disappearing
     panels of glass.

    Coupe – An inside – operated, enclosed car
    seating two or three.  A fourth seat facing
    backward is sometimes added.
   
    Convertible Coupe -A roadster provided
    with a detachable coupe top.

    Clover Leaf – An open car seating three or
    four.  The rear seat is closed to the divided
    front seat and entrance is only through doors
    in front seat            

Touring Car -   An open car seating four or more 
with direct entrance to the tonneau.

Salon Touring Car – A touring car with passage 
between front seats, with or without separate 
entrance to the rear seat.

Convertible Touring Car – A touring car with a
folding top and disappearing or removable glass 
sides.

Sedan – A closed car seating four or more all in 
one compartment.

Convertible Sedan – A  sedan touring car 
provided with detachable sedan top.

Open Sedan -A Sedan so constructed that the 
sides can be removed or stowed so as to leave 
the space entirely clear from the glass front to 
the back.

Limousine – A closed car seating three to five 
inside, with driver’s seat outside, cover with a 
roof.

Open Limousine – A touring car with 
permanent standing top and disappearing or 
removable glass sides.

Berline – A limousine having the driver’s seat 
entirely enclosed.

Brougham – A limousine with no roof over the 
driver’s seat.

Landaulet – A closed car with folding top, seats 
for three or more inside, and driver’s seat 
outside.

From Western Reserve Chapter-Ohio Region 
AACA and
Punxsutawney Region AACA

Car Classifications
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ERA FASHION

Book of Fashion Facts page 109
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Copied from A Book of Fashion 
Facts page 167



September 18-19, 2026… MAFFI 15th Annual Model A Days…………. ………..Hickory Corners, MI

September 19, 2026…….. International Model A Ford Day……………. ………………….Worldwide

December 11-12, 2026…. MAFCA National Awards Banquet………… ……………..Cincinnati, OH

May 16-20, 2027………. MARC National Tour……………………….. ……………………Galena, IL

June 13-18, 2027……….
MAFCA National Meet & Membership 

Meeting………………………………………
………………..Durango, CO

July 11-16, 2027 ………. MARC National Meet………………………. …………….Tulsa, Oklahoma

October 6-9, 2026………………… Hershey Swap Meet

Hershey Region AACA

………………………..Hershey, PA

March 5-6, 2027………………. Sunflower Swap Meet, Century II ……………………..…Wichita, KS

April 22-24, 2027…………………. Pate Swap Meet, Texas Motor 

Speedway www.pateswapmeet.com

………………..….. Fort Worth, TX

May ??-??, 2027…………………. Lawrence Swap Meet, Douglas

County Fairgrounds Annual Swap 

Meet — Lawrence Region AACA

…………………..….Lawrence, KS

June ??-??, 2027………………….. Petit Jean Swap Meet…………….. …………….……...Petit Jean, AR

July 8-10, 2027………………….. Iola Old Car Show & Swap Meet

Car Show Event | Iola Car Show | 

Wisconsin Car Show

……………………….…..Iola, WI

August 20-22, 2027…………… Springfield, MO Swap Meet

59th Annual Swap Meet | Ozarks 

Antique Auto Club

……………….….Springfield, MO

2026-27  FUTURE REGIONAL & NATIONAL MODEL  A MEETS

2026-27 SWAP MEET & CAR SHOW SCHEDULE
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https://hershey.aaca.com/
https://lraaca.org/swapmeet/
https://lraaca.org/swapmeet/
https://lraaca.org/swapmeet/
https://lraaca.org/swapmeet/
https://www.iolaoldcarshow.com/
https://www.iolaoldcarshow.com/
https://ozarksantiqueautoclub.com/swap-meet/
https://ozarksantiqueautoclub.com/swap-meet/


PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS



Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club

P.O. Box 25

Wichita, KS 672201

Address Service Requested

If you chose to email one of the following contacts, go 

to our web page at www.wichitaas.com and click on 

contacts and send your email from there.  Include the 

person you want to email in your message

President, Mike James

……………………………….(316) 253-1414

Vice President, Stuart McNeal

……………………………….(316) 648-8303

Secretary, Kathy James

……………………………….(316) 734-2884

Treasurer, Claudia Ellerman

……………………………….(316) 640-4197

Tour Chairman, Don Grabendike

………………………….........(316) 217-5598

Membership, Linda Kibbe

……………………………….(316) 789-5348

Newsletter Editor, Sheila Orr

sheorr@sbcglobal.net….....….(316) 207-8878

Webmaster, Darren Schuster

The Rumbleseat Review is the official publication of 

the Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club Inc., a local 

chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America and the 

Model A Restorers Club.  It’s purpose is to keep 

members informed of past, present and future events, 

activities, and club news.  In addition, this newsletter 

includes articles and other information to aid in the 

restoration and enjoyment of the Model A Ford 

automobile.

    This publication is mailed or emailed to members, 

prospective members and editors of similar  

publications prior to monthly meetings.  Meetings are 

usually the fourth Monday of the month.  Members 

may publish antique car related ads only for free of 

charge which includes items wanted, items for sale, or 

items for trade.  We invite members to submit articles 

containing technical Model A information and other 

interesting tidbits for publication in this newsletter.  

Items to be published must be submitted to the 

newsletter editor by deadline shown in the calendar.  

Wichita A’s membership dues are $25.00, per year 

(October to September 30).  MAFCA dues are $50.00 

per year and MARC dues are $50.00 per year.  A 

business card advertisement in this newsletter is 

$25.00 per year.

Wichita A’s Model A Ford Club Contact

http://www.wichitaas.com/
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